             The Network of Rural Women Producers

In recognition of the special needs of small-scale female agricultural producers the Network was formed to support the empowerment of rural women towards improving their socio-economic status.

The overall goal of the Network is to equip women to become self-reliant thereby empowering them to take the leading role in decision making, leadership, communication, participation and product development.

Specific objectives are:


Ợ     Creation of sustainable employment within the rural, agricultural sector

            Ợ     Promotion of self-reliance among rural women producers in particular

            Ợ     Strengthening of links among rural women producers

            Ợ     Institutional strengthening among rural women groups

            Ợ     Promotion of relevant training so as to upgrade and develop the human

                    Resource capacity of rural women producers

            Ợ     Advocacy so as to promote and sensitize the wider society to the needs 

                    of rural women 

             Ợ    Promotion of the sustainability of individual groups of the Network.

Achievements:

· Completed the Articles of Association and By Laws and submitted to 

Attorneys for registration.

· Developed an outreached programme (Business development Training)

                                                           Lecture Series on Repositioning 

                                                 Agriculture in Rural Life.

                                                 Lecture series on HIV/AIDS.

                                                   Feasibilities Studies on behalf of the.                                                                                            

                                                   Groups.

                                                   Food Preservation Courses

                                                   First 15 Women completed computer
                                                   Literacy workshop

                                                   First 12 enrolled for Distance 

                                                   Learning, on Farm Management.

                                                   Training in Gender Affairs                                                                                                                                                  

                                                   Training in Politics for Local Government

· Participated in a Food Fair hosted by the Ministry of Agriculture

· Participated in Annual Flower Shows hosted by The Horticultural Society

· We were invited to send in a report to be incorporated into the Countries report for CEDAW.

· At the reporting ceremony May 14th 2002.  One of the recommendations “ Include in its next report more information, on rural women, girls and older women, and on any policy aimed at their economic empowerment, access to employment and health care services”

· Training: Soil Preparation, Planting, Reaping and Processing of Hot Peppers for commercial use.

· Attendance at a Seminar/Workshop on The application of Solar Water Heating Technology, and Solar Energy as an alternative in rural areas.

· Attendance: Seminar/Workshop towards the preparation of a National Report to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought.

· Producing High Quality “Seed Yams” for commercial production

· Participated in The National Consultation with Leaders of the Trinidad and Tobago Community of Agriculture and Rural life: For the National Ministerial Declaration and Plan of Action for the Nation.  

· In collaborated with other agencies for the launch of the Caribbean Network Of Rural Women Producers on the occasion of the ‘ First Meeting of the Forum of Spouses of Heads of State and Heads of Government of the Caribbean.


*     Participated in the launched of similar Networks in Barbados and 
Jamaica.

Projects:

At the end of the Farm Management Distance Learning Course it is hoped participants will have a Business Plan. To establish some of the Businesses such as:

· A Herb Tea Manufacturing Company, from garden cultivation to tea pot.

· Aquatic Fish Farming Depot

· Pine Apple Farm

· Revamping of Vegetable gardens (one to be run by Deaf Mutes)

· A Wine Producing Plant (using local, seasonal fruits)

· Expanding Animal Farming, Cattle, Sheep and Rabbit.

· A Retreat and Cultural Center, with Herb and Spice garden, Hiking, Trails, Camping, Cycle Trails, and visits to historical sites in the community.

· Establishment of Information Kiosks, in East, West, South, Central and on the Sister Isle Tobago. With Computers, Road Maps, Reading Materials. Training Materials. 

Our long term plans are to learn how to develop project proposals for and on behalf of members., and the community

Disbursed small loans/ grants on behalf of the Network for the Upliftment of the Underprivileged. 

Establish a Revolving Credit Facility ( 7 members already benefited) two repaid.

Develop a Web Site for marketing members products

Receiving Computers for distribution to some of our rural communities. We are open to donations.

Knowing that women constitute more than one third of the rural communities 

Some needs:    


Hygiene Education:  Health Education; Gender and Human Rights:

           Awareness raising; Establishment of a Library and programs for young 

           Girls, Women,  We are open to donations of Books and Computers.. 

           To change traditional attitudes still dominant in rural communities, where 

            young girls rather than seek education or job stay at home and have 

            babies out of wedlock.

            Rural and urban poverty continues to be a critical national problem, and

           alleviation must also continue to receive high priority on the nation agenda

            The successful repositioning of agriculture into the global context requires 

            a change in attitude and thinking about agriculture and rural life for the 

            development process to be targeted and focused

             Emphasis on trade with equity is critical and there should be a transfer of 

             financial and technical resources within the hemisphere and nations to

             ensure equity, by strengthening the social net at the national level. 

             Attention must be given to financing the dislocation that is often caused 

             by the implementation of Free Trade Policies

             Poverty alleviation with equity.

             Preservation of national integrity and cultural values

             Access to appropriate scientific research and new technologies

            Inclusion of rural peoples in community and national decision making             

            Processes.

Respectfully submitted

Gia Gaspard Taylor

President/Coordinator.

