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Prof. P. J. M. Ssebuwufu, Vice Chancellor, Makerere University. 
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Welcome to Makerere University

I am delighted to invite you to the Women’s Worlds 2002 Congress.  Makerere University is located on one of the historical seven hills of Kampala, the capital of Uganda. Following our University motto, “we build for the future”, the congress offers a meeting place for academicians, practitioners, grassroots activists, the young and the old to network and share ideas.  Here we will deliberate on the progress made, as well as the challenges and opportunities ahead, in promoting gender equity and equality in the development process.

The preparation and hosting of WW02 by Makerere University is a great opportunity and demonstration of the trust and confidence the world has in Makerere University and Uganda. This is an opportunity to link policy makers, planners, community level practitioners and academicians to contribute to meaningful and positive change in the development process at national and international levels.

I hope you have an enjoyable and engaging congress. I am confident that this will lead to a better understanding and promotion of gender equity and equality throughout the world. Mark the dates on your calendars and make plans to attend this prestigious meeting.

I look forward to seeing you in Uganda.

Signature:

Grace Bantebya Kyomuhendo, (Ph.D.) Convener, WW02 Congress

Insert Photograph Here

WW02: An event you cannot afford to miss

It is with great pleasure that I invite you to the 8th International Interdisciplinary Congress on Women (WW02), which will take place from the 21st to 26th July, 2002 at Makerere University. Uganda is the first African country to host this great congress.

The first to be held in the new millennium, the congress offers an opportunity for critical reflection on experiences regarding women and gender issues globally, and more specifically on the African continent. It will also create momentum for more concerted cross-disciplinary research, teaching and information gathering regarding women and gender issues. Further, it will promote deliberations on the most sound practices for addressing prevalent gender concerns. 

I would like to thank all those who responded to the first announcement. Responses to the first announcement, posted in July 2000, yielded hundreds of abstracts and proposals.  At this stage it’s important to note that you need to fill in the registration forms included in the present brochure in order to be properly registered for the conference, whether you completed the preliminary registration form in the first announcement or not. We encourage you to send your abstracts and proposals as soon as possible.

Do not miss the opportunity to share in an exciting occasion that will be professionally rewarding, socially enjoyable, and geographically spectacular. It will be an enriching gathering of academicians, researchers, practitioners and gender activists.

I look forward to meeting you in Uganda in July 2002.

Signature:
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“Gendered Worlds: Gains and Challenges”
Uganda, the first African country to host Women’s Worlds congress, offers a great opportunity to examine and share experiences on women and gender issues. 

Women’s Worlds 2002 (WW02) provides an enormous opportunity to share experiences in the African continent and will facilitate the process of illuminating dynamics toward enriching the women’s movement in both scholarship and practice.  Locating the congress in Uganda, the “Pearl of Africa”, holds great potential for highlighting the voice from the South in general and of Africa in particular, within the global women’s movement.

New Opportunities and Challenges
The 8th International Interdisciplinary Congress on Women will bring together researchers, practitioners and policy makers to critically deliberate on contemporary gender concerns from global and local perspectives. Gender mainstreaming in policies and programs remains a challenge with issues of equality, equity and empowerment not being adequately addressed. The congress will contribute to further understanding of and reflection on gender equity and equality. 

Women’s Worlds 2002 Program

“Gendered Worlds”
Congress program

The congress is organized around the main theme “Gendered Worlds: Gains and Challenges”. This theme provides an opportunity for a broad reflection on the state of women and gender issues taking stock of achievements, challenges and opportunities. It enables discussions focused on both differences and similarities and offers positive pointers for future action for gender equity and equality.  

The program sub themes have been carefully selected to ensure the congress special focus on the African Perspective, Young Voices, Celebrating Multiculturality and Diversity, and North-South Perspectives.   The following are the sub themes and topical issues for the congress.  The topical issues have been determined by the expressed interest of the abstracts submitted.

Gender and Education

These sessions will explore issues of access; persistence and performance of women’s empowerment; gender and higher education; women and the science disciplines; female literacy; education policies; gendering the curriculum; education and identity.

Gender and Health

Under this sub theme sessions will critically examine reproductive health and sexuality; Sexually Transmitted Diseases; HIV/AIDS; gender and fertility/infertility; population and development; women and leisure and sports; women’s bodies and illnesses; women and ageing; women and disabilities; men and reproductive health; health care systems; provider and women client relationships; health policies; intervention programmes; sexual abuse; nutrition; mental health, stress and trauma; female genital mutilation; primary health care; traditional medicine; health financing.

Gender, Water, Sanitation and Housing 

This theme will cover issues related to women and water; sanitation and housing; women and housing; water policies and institutions; water technology.

Gender and Globalisation

The sessions will explore topics of African voices and African visions; women and globalisation; global politics; growth of  trans-national corporations and gender; debt crisis and gender; trade patterns and gender; work and globalisation; humanizing globalisation and global solidarities; and trafficking.

Gender, the Economy and the Workplace

Sessions will include feminization of poverty; gender and economic reforms; micro-finance; gendering budgets; women’s survival strategies; gendering the work place; women and work; women and entrepreneurship; women’s management styles.

Gendering the Young Voices

Issues of the girl child; gender and adolescence; international students associations (movements); student politics; higher education; children's rights; health; orphanhood; street children will be addressed.

Gendering the Family

The theme will focus on female-headed households; family politics and responsibilities; new constructions of the family; parenting and mothering; changing family structures.

Women’s Information and the Media

These sessions will consider women's knowledge and knowing; women as the news subject; women reporters; creating and communicating knowledge; women's image in the media; role of media in promoting gender equality; information management; access and utilisation of information women in the information age.

Gendered Identities/Constructions of Gender

Sessions will examine identity and difference; male and female bodies and identity; male and female theories of identity; images of male and female sexuality; gendering men; women and sexuality; gendering ethnicity; race and class.

Gendering  Agriculture and the Environment

Within this thematic area issues such as feminisation of agriculture; gender and food security; gender and environment; women and urban agriculture; women and agricultural technology; access to resources; markets and extension services; conservation and degradation will be examined.

Women, Peace and Conflict

Topics related to women and refugees/migrants; displacements; women and resettlements; conflict resolution and management; peace building; effects of conflict on women and children; policies and programs; women and militarism; crimes against women in war will be explored.

Gender, Science and Technology

The sessions will explore issues related to gender and information technology; architecture; women and science; women and communications; networks of women in technology; and Information communication and technology (ICT). 

Gendering Politics and Governance
Under this sub theme, sessions will include topics such as feminist perspective on democracy; gender and political organisation; women and leadership; institutional mechanisms for the advancement of women; gender and decentralisation; women and political representation; women and diplomacy; women and political rights and political accountability.

Women, Culture and Creativity

Sessions will include women in history; folklore and cultural traditions; women and art; the theatre; women and religious movements and spirituality; gender and patriarchy: the African perspective; History and herstory; gender in language and literature.

Gender, Law and Human Rights

The theme will cover gender-based violence; gender and international law; gender and human rights; women, land and property rights; widow and orphan property rights; legal education.

Women’s Movements: Activism and Conceptual Developments

In this session issues of feminist and grassroots activism world-wide; gender and advocacy; gender mainstreaming; African voices; women’s movements and civil society; international women activism; transitionally queer; will be discussed.

Women’s and Men’s Studies, Research and Conceptual Developments and Action

Sessions will cover women and gender studies programs world-wide; feminist research; researching women and men. Theoretical perspectives and conceptual developments over time and space; advances and backlashes; men’s studies.
Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and Civil Society Organisations (CSOs)

NGOs have been at the forefront of promoting gender equity and advancing the empowerment of women. An NGO/CSO committee has been set up in Uganda to ensure that NGOs play a key role in WW02 to bridge the current gap between practitioners and academicians. NGOs/CSOs have generated a number of good practices and challenges that need to be shared to feed into theory, academia and development process. These will be presented during the congress under the various themes.  They will also participate in exhibitions as well as publishing of the country thematic papers as supplements in the News papers. The committee is chaired by ActionAid Uganda. 

Keynote Speakers

The following Keynote speakers have confirmed their participation:

Keynote Speakers Plenaries




Topics

Ms. Tove Strand, Director General, NORAD, NORWAY

Prof. Amina Mama, Director, Gender Institute, University of Cape Town, SOUTH AFRICA

Ms. Graca Machel Mandela, SOUTH AFRICA
The role of Development partners in promoting gender equality and equity.

Gains and Challenges: Linking theory and Practice



Ms. Lalla Ben Barka, Dep. Ex. Secretary, UN/ECA, Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA 
Gender and Education

Dr. Joy C. Kwesiga, Dean Faculty of Social sciences, Makerere University, Kampala - UGANDA
Gender and Higher Education

Prof. Penina Mlama, Ex. Director, FAWE, Nairobi KENYA
Female Education

Dr. Obioma Nnaeomeka, Indiana University, USA
Women’s Studies and Research

Prof. Michael Kaufman, Toronto, CANADA
Women and men: Pathways to change Across the Great Divide 

Mr. Michael S. Kimmel, Stony Brook, USA
Gendering men


Gender and Health

Prof. Catherine Cloude, Centre for African Studies, USA
Gender, Population and Development

Dr. Ezekiel Kalipeni, University of Illinois, USA
HIV/AIDS 


Gender, Water, Sanitation and Housing

Prof. Saskia Sassen, University of Chicago, USA
Gender and Globalisation

Prof. Margaret P. Snyder,  ---------  USA
Gender, the Economy and the Workplace

Prof. Myra Faree Max, University of Wisconsin, USA
Feminism and Empowerment


Gendering the Young Voices


Gendering the Family


Women’s Information and the Media


Gendered Identities/Construction of Gender


Gendering Agriculture and the Environment


Women, Peace and Conflict


Gender, Science and Technology

Ms. Hikka Pietila, University of Helsinki, FINLAND
Gendering Politics and Governance

Prof. Lin Chun, London School of Economics, UK
Institutional Mechanisms for the advancement of Women

Ms. Bisi Adeleye-Fayemi, Director, Akina Mama Wa Africa, UK
Feminist Leadership

Ms. Nawal El Saadawi, Cairo- EGYPT
Women, Culture and Creativity

Ms. Gladys Mutukuwa, ZIMBABWE
Gender, Law and Human Rights

Ms. Pamela Scholey, Gender Unit, IDRC, CANADA
Women, Land and Property rights


Women’s Movement, Activism and Conceptual Developments

Prof. Sonia Alvarez, University of California, CANADA
Women’s Movements and Civil Society

Dr. Afaf Mahouz, UN/ECOSOC, New York, USA
Feminist Grassroots Activism World-wide

Dr. Hilda Tadria, UN/ECA, Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA
Gender and Patriarchy: An African perspective

Ms. Thelma Awori, ------------
African Voices, African Visions




Ms. Joyce Meds-Cole, UNHCR --------


Dr. Achola Pala Okeyo, UN ----------------


Ms. Aster Zaoude, UNDP, USA


Prof. Paul Tiyambe Zeleza, Director, Centre for African Studies, USA


Dr. Micere Githae Mugo, USA


Dr. Sylvia Tamale, Faculty of Law, Makerere University, Uganda 


Other keynote speakers who have been contacted include:

· Ms. Ingeborg Breines, Gender Co-ordinator UNESCO 

· Ms. Christine Thorpe, FAWE, Sierra Leone 

· Ms. Atalia Molokomme, CADEC, University of Botswana, BOTSWANA

· MS. Virada Somswasdi, Chiangmai University, Thailand

· Ms. Julia Steward, University of Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe

· Ms. Sandra Harding, USA

· Ms. Govind Kelkar, Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand

· Dr. Irene Odotei, Institute of African Studies, University of Ghana, GHANA

Note: We are still soliciting for more keynote speakers for the themes that re not yet covered.

Women’s Worlds 2002 Congress

Main Program

Presentation format 

To address the main theme and sub themes, a number of methods will be used by the presenters, including the following:

Plenaries

Two plenary meetings will be organized. The opening plenary will include two keynote addresses, one on Gains and Challenges: Linking Theory and Practice, and the other on The Role of Development Partners in Promoting Gender Equality and Equity.  The closing plenary will address Opportunities and the Way Forward.

Panels
A number of panels, each addressing a specific sub theme, will be organized.

Paper Presentations
Paper presentations will mainly focus on specific topics within the sub themes. Authors will be allocated 20 minutes for presentation and 10 minutes for discussion.

Poster Exhibitions
Posters, offering an alternative to presenting a full research paper, will be displayed during the entire conference.  A special time will be scheduled to meet and talk to the authors about their work.

Visual Documentaries
Visual documentaries will highlight critical issues of women's lives and gender concerns.

Lectures

Short lectures on specific topics will run continuously throughout the congress and be open to the general public. These will be short presentations of no more than 15 minutes, without provision for discussion.

Extras

Congress organizers will provide space for different organizations and interest groups to plan meetings and events that are relevant to the congress themes. Those intending to do so should inform the Congress Secretariat before December 15th, 2001.

Know How Conference on the World of Women’s Information

The Kampala Know How conference 2002 will be held within WW02 program from 23-26 July, 2002. This will be the 5th conference of specialists in the collection and dissemination of information relevant to women.

The conference is being organized by Isis-WICCE assisted by the International Information Center and Archives for the Women’s Movement (IIAV) in Amsterdam.

The two events complement each other in that the Women’s Worlds brings together creators of knowledge (researchers) while the Know How conference brings together specialists in getting information to where it is needed--to the grassroots, researchers, policy makers and the media. By bringing the information specialists to the Women's Worlds conference and researchers to the Know How workshops, we hope to radically affect the relationships between research, activism and information flows.

All conference participants and information specialists will be welcome to the Know How Workshops and the thematic workshops of the Women’s Worlds congress.

For more information about the Kampala Know How Conference 2002 contact Isis-WICCE (Women’s International Cross-Cultural Exchange), P.O. Box 4934, Kampala Uganda; phone: 256-41-543953; fax: 256-41-543954; e-mail: <isis@starcom.co.ug>.

The Norwegian Council for Higher Education (NUFU) Gender Seminar II

NUFU program was initiated in 1991 to promote cooperation between universities in Norway and in the developing countries in the fields of research and education. The overriding goal of NUFU program is to contribute towards building up expertise in developing countries through research educational cooperation in a reciprocal and equal partnership between university and research institutions in Norway and the developing countries.

NUFU Gender Seminar (NGS) II shall follow WW02, taking place at the Makerere University Department of Women's and Gender Studies on 28-30July, 2002.  As per recommendations made in Tromso, Norway, Makerere will provide a meeting place for female NUFU partners and researchers. The objectives of the NUFU Gender Group are to inform and advise the local NUFU coordinators on gender sensitivity, assist in the establishment of women’s groups at the southern universities, and arrange local and international workshops focusing on gender issues. The meeting will also focus on progress made in the areas above since 1999. Ways of collaborating in the new NUFU period will be discussed further.
Congress language

As in all Women’s Worlds Congresses, English will be the official language.  Interpretation from English into French and Spanish will be offered only during the two main plenary meetings.

Submission of abstracts and full papers

The Organizing Committee is calling for more abstracts and papers on the selected sub themes.

Presenters will need to exemplify the nature of their work, and the challenges involved in promoting women and gender issues. The intention is to have a combination of both scholarly texts as well as a popular synopsis of activists and development practitioner’s work in the field of women and gender issues.

Registration Information
All registration information for both local and international participants must be submitted using the enclosed form. Photocopies of the registration form will also be accepted. Participants will use one form per person, type or print clearly, and submit it either by fax or mail.

Conference Registration Rates

‘Early Bird’ and late registration is available at varying rates. Deadline for early registration is 30th March 2002.
Category
Early Bird Registration

(Deadline 30th March, 2002)
Late Registration

(1st April or after)

International Delegates
US $175
US $225

Uganda Delegates
US $100
US $150

All Students 
US $ 50
US $ 75

Cancellations will receive no refund. 
Registration fees cover access to all conference events such as the opening ceremony and reception, lectures and seminars, workshops, poster exhibitions, and a conference kit (bag and conference publication). Participants will also be served with tea and lunch throughout the conference week. 

Registration will be confirmed when payment has been received by the WW02 Secretariat. Confirmation will include the participant’s registration number and other important documents pertaining to the conference.

Method of Payment 

Participants can either pay in U.S.$ dollars or in Uganda shillings using bank draft or bank transfer to:  Women’s Worlds 2002, Barclays Bank of Uganda Ltd, Kampala Road Branch P.O. Box 7101, Kampala Uganda; Account no. 4062846 (U.S.$ Dollar Account); or: Women Studies Department–MA , Crane Bank, Main Branch, Account no. 0500148004 (Uganda shilling account).

REGISTRATION FORM
Registration form must be returned with signature.
Women’s Worlds 2002




Kindly return this form latest 1st April, 2002 to:
8th International Interdisciplinary Congress on Women

Women’s Worlds 2002 Congress

21-26 July, 2002





Department of Women and Gender Studies

Kampala, Uganda





Makerere University








P.O. Box 7062








Kampala, Uganda   EAST AFRICA

Deadline 1st April, 2002




Phone:
256-41-531484








Fax:
256-41-543539

PARTICIPANT



Use one form per participant, please type or print clearly.

Sex: M        F          Title (e.g Prof. Dr. , Mr. Mrs. Ms.)                         Surname                                                                         -     Other Names                                                 -
Institution/Organisation                                                                                        Position                                                         -
Mailing Address                                                               City                                  Country/Postal Code                                -
Phone                                    Fax                                      E-mail                                                                                             -
REGISTRATION FEES



Per person in U.S. dollars

Early Bird registration – deadline 30th March, 2002:
$175 (International Delegates)


$100 (Uganda Delegates)

$  50 (students)

Late Registration – 1st April or after:

$225 (international Delegates)



$150 (Uganda Delegates)



$  75 (all students)


STUDENTS:  Please send a photocopy of your student id!

Date of arrival (dd/mm):            /           

Date of departure:  (dd/mm)           /           …
ACCOMMODATION IN UGANDA

All participants that so wish may be accommodated in the residence halls on campus. This is the least expensive alternative and room rates are paid per night per room.

Other hotels/more comfortable alternatives are available. Please indicate the alternative of your choice and indicate if you are planning to share.

Contact with the Women’s Worlds 2002 Secretariat should be made immediately for hotel reservations.

HOTEL CATEGORIES 




Deposit in US Dollars







Single


Double

Category A:





130


150

Category B:





75


95

Category C:





37


51
Category D:





20


-

· I prefer a single room.

· I want to share a double room with (name):
                                                                                                                   .
· I want to share a triple room with (names): 
                                                                                                                   .




                                                                                                                   .
Please specify special requests (e.g. wheelchair access, family room, non-smoking, allergy etc.):

                                                                                                                                                                  .

                                                                                                                                                                  .

TERMS OF PAYMENT

By bank draft or bank transfer to:

· U.S. Dollars
Bank:

Barclays Bank of Uganda Ltd, Kampala Road Branch, Uganda

Account No.:

4062846

Account Name:
Women’s Worlds 2002

· Uganda shillings

Bank:

Crane Bank, Main Branch, Kampala, Uganda

Account No.:

0500148004

Account Name:
Women Studies Department – MA 

Important Note:
Participant’s name must appear on the payment.

Cancellations will receive no refund. 

Date                                 .   Signature                                                                                                      .
PROGRAM REGISTRATION FORM









Kindly return this to:









Women’s Worlds 2002









Department of Women and

Gender Studies

Deadline: December 15th, 2001




Makerere University









P.O. Box 7062

Kampala, Uganda   EAST AFRICA

Please limit the abstract to one page of approximately 250 words, and remember to include your name, institutional affiliation, and address details in the upper left-hand corner!

PROGRAM DETAILS

Please tick (√) to indicate your program contribution:

· Paper

· Panel

· Poster
· Visual Documentary

· Mini Lecture

· Other (please name)_______________________

Please tick (√) to indicate the section where your program contribution would best fit:

· Gender and Education

· Gender and Health

· Gender, Water, Sanitation and Housing

· Gender and Globalisation

· Gender, the Economy and the Workplace

· Gendering the Young Voices
· Gendered Identities/Construction of Gender

· Gendering Agriculture and the Environment

· Women, Peace and Conflict

· Gender, Science and Technology

· Gendering Politics and Governance

· Women, Culture and Creativity

· Gender, Law and Human Rights

· Gendering the Family

· Women’s Information and the Media
· Women’s Movement, Activism and Conceptual Developments

· Women’s and Men’s Studies, Research and Conceptual Developments

Title of Presentation                                                                                                                                                                    

Please suggest some keywords for your contribution (to be used in the index of abstracts):

                                                                                                                                                                  -
                                                                                                                                                                  -
I f you are proposing a workshop, please give the names of your colleagues:
1)                                                                                      -
4)                                                                                -

2)                                                                                      -
5)                                                                                -

3)                                                                                      -
6)                                                                                -
Equipment required for my presentation:

· Slide projector

· Overhead projector

· White/blackboard

· Cassette/CD-player

· TV/VCR

· Other

If you require additional equipment, a fee may apply.

Please contact the conference secretariat by December 1, 2001 to place additional equipment order.

Date ……………………
Signature……                                                                            ………………….
Scholarships and Solidarity Fund

The host institution is working to secure financial support and funding from international sources as well as the government of Uganda. A solidarity fund is being established from a variety of sources to assist participants who need financial support for registration.

However, please note that most participants will need their own funding to attend the congress. The solidarity fund will be devoted for participants from the developing countries.

The specific selection criteria for applicants to the solidarity fund will include:

a)
Geographical origin

Developing nations will be preferred.

b)
Conference participation

Women and men who are unable to secure funding and who are contributing to the program by presenting papers or participating in a workshop/panel or poster session will be preferred.

c)
Delegate background

A balance will be sought between well-established and young participants, as well as scholar and activist/practitioners participants.

SOLIDARITY FUND

APPLICATION FORM
Deadline: December 15th, 2001




Women’s Worlds 2002 Congress









Department of women  and Gender Studies









Makerere University 









P.O. Box 7062









Kampala, Uganda   EAST AFRICA









Phone 256-41-531484

CONTACT INFORMATION

Use one form per participant, please type or print clearly.

M        F          Title                         Surname                                                   -  Other Names                                                 -
Institution/Organisation                                                                                        Position                                                         -
Mailing Address                                                               City                                  Country/Postal Code                                -
Phone                                    Fax                                      E-mail                                                                                             -
PROGRAM CONTRIBUTION

Please give a short description of your contribution to the program:

Presentation title                                                                                                                                       -
Presentation type                                                                                                                                      -
STATEMENT

Please state your reason for applying for financial support:

                                                                                                                                                                  -
                                                                                                                                                                  -
Date                                 .   Signature                                                                                                      .
List Hotels Available around Kampala City

Hotel Name
Single room
Double room

A
Sheraton Kampala Hotel


Deluxe Rooms 
150
155


Junior Suites 
130
150

Nile Hotel International



Deluxe
150
165



Executive suites
180
200



Presidential suites
550
550


Grand Imperial Hotel



Deluxe
110
130



Executive
140
160

Imperial suites
200
200

B
Speke Hotel

Standard
64.35
76.05

Standard AC/room
76.05
81.90

Hotel Africana

Twin bed
70
85

Deluxe
80
90

Suite
140
140

Hotel Equatoria

Air conditioned
109
119

Non Air Conditioned
79
89

The Fairway Hotel



                                                                                           76                            96

C
Muyenga Club


Deluxe
-
54



Standard
38
47


Tourist Hotel



Deluxe
-
46.8

Superior
30
40.95



Standard
25
35.10


Hotel Catherine



Deluxe
-
40



Standard
-
34



Self contained
26
-



Normal
20
-


The College Inn



Annex
19
-



Normal
22
29


Fang Fang Inn



Suite
65
-

Twin Bed
50
-



Normal
45
55


Makerere University Guest House


Normal
37
51

D
Makerere University, Residence Halls


Single room w/Shared Bath
20

NOTE:
Please make your reservations as early as possible in order to secure your accommodation. Conference organisers are negotiating for discounted rates for participants.

CONGRESS VENUE -- MAKERERE UNIVERSITY

Makerere University is located on Makerere Hill which is one of the many hills on which Kampala, the capital city of Uganda is built. The main campus is about 5 kilometres to the North of the City Centre, and covers an area of 300 acres. The location offers an excellent academic environment because of its freedom from the disturbances associated with city centre locations. 

Makerere University was first established in 1922 as a Technical School. In January of that year, the school, later re-named Uganda Technical College, opened its doors to 14 day students who began studying Carpentry, Building and Mechanics. The college was soon offering various other courses in Medical Care, Agriculture, Veterinary Sciences and Teacher Training.

In 1937, the College started developing into an institution of higher education, offering post-school certificate courses. In 1949, it became a University College in special relationship with the University of London. It soon became a College for the whole of Eastern Africa, offering courses leading to General Degrees of the University of London.

With the establishment of the University of East Africa on 29thJune, 1963, the period of special relationship with the University of London came to a close and Degrees of the University of East Africa were instituted. On July 1, 1970, Makerere became an independent national University of the Republic of Uganda, offering undergraduate and postgraduate courses leading to its own awards.

Today, Makerere University has twenty faculties/institutes/schools offering not only Day but also Evening and External Study programmes to a student body of 26,804 undergraduates (2000/2001) including 1,592 at connected Institutions and 2,005 post graduates which include masters, Ph.D and diplomas). It is also a very active centre for research.

The Department of Women and Gender Studies

The Department was established in 1991 as an academic wing of the Women’s movement in Uganda. It is part of the faculty of Social Sciences and is a multi-academic and community oriented unit at the forefront of initiatives to address development issues from an African perspective. The Department’s goal is to promote development in Uganda through ensuring that the gender component is an integral part of the development process.

The Department serves as a regional centre for gender training, research and programs. Currently the Department runs a regional course “Gender Training for Development Practice in Africa”.

The City

Kampala city is in the central region of the country, bordered by Mukono in the east, Mpigi in the west, Luwero in the north and Lake Victoria in the south. Lake Victoria has a marked influence on its climate, providing cooling breezes and ample rainfall for the dense deciduous tropical rain forests on the fringes of the city. Kampala has a population of about 775,000 people and has five divisions, namely Kawempe, Nakawa, Makindye, Rubaga and Kampala Central.

The city has developed from a small, historically rich and intimate capital into the centre of one of the fastest-growing economies in Africa. Kampala is home to the nation’s banking, educational, manufacturing, and government sectors, while the suburbs are dominated by small-scale industries and agricultural production.  Languages used in the city include Luganda, English, Swahili, and many other local languages.

Practical information

How to Get There

It is easy to get to Uganda. The entry point is Entebbe International Airport which is 40 km from Kampala. Travel from the airport to Makerere University or the hotels is via taxi or bus. Taxis cost about UShs.30,000 (approximately $18 U.S. dollars).  Allow about one hour to reach Kampala city centre from the airport. Airport shuttles are also available for bigger hotels.

Entry Requirements and Taxation

A valid passport and visa are required from most countries. Participants should check with the Uganda Embassy in their respective regions or country to determine if a visa for entry into Uganda is necessary. Please allow ample time to secure your visa.

Visas can also be purchased on arrival at Entebbe International Airport for 30 U.S. dollars.  However, participants are advised to obtain visas from their countries or emigration department. 

Health/Vaccination

Participants are advised to contact the Uganda Embassy in their respective countries or regions to determine whether vaccination is necessary before entry into Uganda. Health services will be available to participants during the conference period.  A yellow fever vaccination is usually required.

Malaria is prevalent in Uganda and it is advisable to take anti-malarial and mosquito repellents. 

Weather and Climate

Uganda enjoys ideal weather conditions, ranging from the warmth of the lowland areas and lakeshores to the coolness of the highlands. Temperatures range between 210C and 250C. The rains are mainly between March and May, and October and November. Uganda is warm during the month of July, light clothing is sufficient (e.g light jacket and sweater)

Travel information

Uganda is located in the heart of Africa and air transport is the most appropriate. The month of July is a busy time for most airlines and it’s therefore recommended that reservations be made well in advance.  Some of the airlines which fly directly into Entebbe include British Airways (BA), Kenya Airways/Dutch Airlines (KL), Ethiopian Airlines (ET), Emirates (EK), Uganda Airlines, Sabena (SN), Egypt Air (MS), South African Airways (SA), Alliance Air Y2 (Rwanda), Air Tanzania (TC) and Inter Air. Those which connect via Nairobi include Lufthansa (LH), Gulf Air (GF), Swiss Air (SR), Air Malawi (QM) and others. Main connections in Europe are via Amsterdam, Brussels and London.

Participants from East Africa may wish to travel by road.  Participants from Kenya may use Akamba, Mawungo and Tawfiq buses through the 2 boarder posts Busia and Malaba. There is also train service to and from Nairobi (Kenya) – Kampala (Uganda). Those from Tanzania, you can use Taxis, Pick-ups and bus from Bukoba to Mutukula daily. Participants from Rwanda can also use bus operated by Jaguar or Happy Trails from Kigali to Kampala via Kabale – Katuna and Minibuses.

Social Events -- Cultural Program

A cultural program is being organized for the participants.

What Uganda Offers!

Uganda, "The Pearl of Africa" offers great wonders of nature, modern attractions, and a rich cultural heritage which includes traditional costumes, languages, music, dance and drama.  It is home to the Nile, the world’s longest river, and the most powerful natural flow of water on earth, Murchison Falls.  Perched on breeze-brushed equatorial forest plateaus, Uganda has the best of both worlds – year around sunshine and comfortable temperatures.  Tourist sites include the source of the Nile, national parks such as Bwindi Impenetrable Forest, Lake Mburo National Park, Kidepo Valley National Park, Murchison Falls National Park (Kabalega), Queen Elizabeth National Park, Mgahinga Gorilla Nation Park, and Mount Elgon National Park, and Uganda’s lakes and rivers. Details of these will be given to participants on arrival or by visiting Uganda Tourist Board’s website at <www.visituganda.com>.

Special Cultural Program

Cultural sites near Kampala include the burial site of kings of the Baganda people (Kasubi Tombs), the sanctuary commemorating the martyrdom of 22 Christian believers (Namugongo Martyrs Shrine), the Uganda Museum, and the National Theatre. Social events will be organised to visit some of these sites.

Women’s Marathon

A Women’s Worlds walk/run in and around the hills of Kampala will be organized for those interested in exploring more of Kampala and its tropical surroundings during the conference. 

Post conference Tours

Participants will have the opportunity to enjoy post conference tours while in Uganda. This is particularly for those who would like to see more of Uganda. You may get details of what Uganda offers at this address: www.visituganda.com.
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