PROGRAMS of Women’s Association  of Romania

Asociatia Femeilor din Romania
            1990-2001 / 1993 / 1994 / 1995

                                                        1996 / 1997 / 1998 / 1999/2000 / 2001
1990-2001

To help the needy – “Help me to help you!”

The project brings back hope, joy, smile, and faith in the homes of the ones in need, through:

1. Support offered to the poor families – clothes, medicines

2. Look after the young mothers and the mothers with many children

3. Provide qualified personnel for children care, elderly, and sick people

1990-1992 

We, the Women
Ten issues of the “We, The Women’’ Magazine. 

Organizating activity of the Women’s  Association from Romania on the territory

 Development of 20 branches.
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1993

Ten Scholarships offered to the deserving students 

Center of professional  and  job orientation, with the following activities:

· Initiation and specialization courses for women specifically
learning efficient methods of looking for jobs opened for the unemployed women

· Creating a database
-     Specialized counsel for job market

 
 -    Club for lonely people under the slogan:

 We all learn to listen everybody. Together we can find the best solutions,, Not to be alone again!’’
Socio-cultural activity and tourism INTEX - FEMINA 
1994 – The International Year of Family

 The Program,, The school of parents’’

The Program “Our Family” 

Business Women Club

The purpose of this Program was to promote and protect economical and social interests of the small businesses owned by women, with the following activities:

- Consulting – legal and economic offered by specialized personnel, for starting a business, developing a business, connecting foreign and local business partners

- Accessing information from financial, banking, commercial, fiscal, border, legal, managerial

- Participating to exhibitions here and abroad

The Inauguration of the Preparation Committee of women NGO s for participation at the 4th World Women Conference, in Beijing, in 1995

German – Romanian Seminar ( Dresden, Germany)   in partnership  with the Organization ,,Beratungstelle fur Frauen’’  

 W.A.R.has a delegation of 11 women leaders involved in an interesting experience exchange

1995
Women from NGO s Secretariat

 Courses in the field of basic resources for NGO activity

Women Consumers’ Club

Project of information over the women consumers’ rights – an efficient protection of their rights and the acknowledgement of this project

Activities:

· Training for the club members as consumers

· Counseling and organizing an notification office for the housekeepers

· Keeping in touch with other similar organizations from all over the world

1996 


The Center of development and support for women with small- and middle enterprises

The following courses were organized:

· Management

· Marketing

· Human resources

· Finance

· Accounting

· English for business

1997

“Change and transition in a civil society” Symposium – 7 years of W.A.R.existence

The theme was:

· We, NGO s, after 7 years of transition

· Successes, failures, and hidden barriers of evolving society

Partnerships between NGO s, as well as with international organisms

Support Center for elderly

Household help with qualified personnel offered to the elderly with low incomes. Activities:

· Youth group mobilization for home visits for medical and social assistance 

· Emergency help for elderly

· Weekends festivities, such as trips, theaters, shows

“The Necessity of participation of women in political life in Romania” Symposium
 

“For a parietal Democracy”  W.A.R. Program, under the slogan: “The more women in the Parliament, Government, Local Administration , for a better administrated country!”

The Program militated for installing a parietal democracy in Romania, and both genders to be equally represented in the legislative and decision forums.

 W.A.R. initiated two Training Programs for the unemployed women: 

· Training Program for social agents – counselors

· Training Programs for educational counselors

1998


-The Counseling and Protection Center of the citizen in deadlock 

Services offered: training and completion for social agents –social (counseling and social protection  of the citizen in deadlock )

-NGO s Specialists Office for International Relationships

The purpose of this training was:

· Promoting internationally a real image of Romania, through sustaining Romanian people’s interests – and international cooperation for influence and activity of civil society

· Promoting peace and human rights all over the world

· Preparing non-governmental workers at their wishes

-Participation to the National Campaign for Women’s Health

-Translation, editing, and distribution in Romania of the Action Platform – Beijing, 1995, of the fourth Women World Conference
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1999 - UNESCO International Year of Peace and Nonviolence 


-”NGO Management and Finance Projects Concepts” – Romanian-Switzerland Seminar organized by W.A.R. in partnership with “Ecumenical European Forum of Christian Women” EFECW –Switzerland

The aim of the seminar: “women leaders to become stronger, more united and powerful.” The informational and distance education ICT net named FEMINET was inaugurated for whom wishes an appropriate status as Romanian Women . This network agrees to be connected to intern and international interesting news for civil society development.

 -Training " Culture of Peace and Nonviolence'' 

 with the International Partner Fellowship of Reconciliation  the Netherlands- IFOR and Alliance for Peace ROMANIA
The training was about the first initiative of Romanian women for “The International Year of Peace Culture and Nonviolence 2000” and the decade of 2001-2010, which was declared about the United Nations “The International Decade of Peace Culture and Nonviolence for the Children of the World”

An W.A.R.success was The Coalition for Peace Culture and Nonviolence – CCPNR, which will have had an action in December of the same year, simultaneously in 15 Romanian counties, under the slogan: “The Peace is in our hands.”

The Launch of “2000 Manifest – For the Peace Culture and Nonviolence” in partnership with International Fellowship of Reconciliation -The Netherlands

The General Meeting of United Nations declared year 2000 as “The International Year for Peace Culture”, and UNESCO is the main perpetrator and, as response, to a recall signed by all Nobel Prize Winners for Peace – the first decade of the future Millennium (2001-2010) was declared “The International Decade for Peace Culture and Nonviolence for the Children of the World.”

The Manifest is:

Year 2000 should be a new beginning for all of us, and the opportunity of transforming the war culture and violence in a Peace Culture and Nonviolence. (1) This transformation needs the participation of all and it has to offer to youth and next generations’ values that will help them to build a world of dignity and harmony, a better world, united, free, and prosper. The Peace Culture makes possible a durable development, the protection of surrounding environment, and personal achievement of each person.

I am conscientious about my responsibility over the mankind’s future, especially over the children, I assume – in my daily life, in my family, at my workplace, in my community, in my country and my region, the following:

1. To respect every man’s life and dignity, without discrimination and prejudice

2. To actively plead for non-violence, to reject any form of violence in any forms: physical, sexual, psychological, economical, and social, especially over the most vulnerable, such as children and youth

3. To allocate part of my time and part of my material resources to be generous in order to stop injustice, exclusion, political and economical oppression

4. To promote s responsible behavior and to develop activities that respect all life forms and keep the Earth natural equilibrium

5. To contribute to develop my community, with an important participation of women and to respect the democratic principles to create new forms of solidarity
-“Young girls in the third Millennium” Seminar – Management, Communication, Conception of Finance Projects (Partner: The Romanian Minister of Youth and Sport)
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2000

Counseling and Social Assistance Center for the deadlock citizen

This center is open to all deadlock women, even they asked directly, or through other organizations.  W.A.R,volunteers, as well as other NGO s compose the work team.

There were organized training courses for:

· Information about prevention and combating violence in family legislation 

· Identification of the best methods to improve the consequences of violence suffered by the victims 

· Optimal encouragement of human relations in order to avoid the conflicts generating violence

Training “Women build Peace in the House, in the Country, and in the World” 

Mamaia, Romania, 

It was organized in partnership with  Alliance  for Peace from Romania, and “International Fellowship of Reconciliation” (I.F.O.R.)  The Netherlands and Norwegian Church Aid.

The main objective was to acknowledge the motivation and the desire to solve the non-violent conflicts, to prevent and diminish the violence in communities.

 In a transition society, such as Romania, it’s very important to find answers for questions as: How may we prevent the conflicts? Which methods and instruments may we use to utilize? Trainees: Vesna Terselic (Center of Peace, Zagreb, Croatia), Anne Goodman Adelson (Canadian Voice of Women for Peace.) We invited members from The Coalition for Peace Culture and Nonviolence from Romania, NGOs from Bucharest, Timisoara, Suceava, Adjud, Piatra Neamt, Resita, Zalau, and Buzau counties.
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2001

Let me to help you!

Romanian Legislation foresees that the young girls from orphanages to leave the institution when they age 18 years. Most of them do not have a place to live or to work and nobody takes care of this challenge. Therefore, most the young girls are tempted to practice prostitution, drugs, or vagrancy.

 W.A.R.wishes to organize a Training Program for 25 girls, graduated from elementary schools, and coming from orphanages, at which adds up the girls coming from disorganized families or at the poverty-stricken limits. 

 After this 8-week training program, the girls will know to work and take good care of elderly – about 75 of old people that we have in our records. This way, we will find solutions for two important issues: socializing girls without family or future, and the aid offered to old persons. The objectives of this Program are:

· Qualification for young girls coming from orphanages and disorganized families

· Finding a job for these girls

· Helping needy elderly

The impact of this Program will be significant, for the young girls, and also for the entire Romanian society, which it will be sensitive to the young girls’ situation and old people as well. 

The Project was organized in Bucharest, between March 15 and September 15, 2001. The girls’ training started with June 1, 2001, for 15 hours/week, for 8 weeks. The Education Plan:

1. Notions of general psychology and geriatrics

2. Notions of professional ethics and legislature

3. Notions of gerontology and geriatrics

4. Notions of housekeeping: cleaning, cooking, sewing

5. Nursing gerontology and geriatrics

Specialists will hold the courses, and the practices will be in adequate units.

Romanian partners of this program:

· The ministry of Work and Social Solidarity

· Local Authorities of Sector 1, Bucharest

· Saint Luca Hospital

· Saint Ciprian Foundation

· Foundation for Protecting the Young Girls

Harmony in the  Balkans

The implementation period of this Project: March 15, 2001 – June 15, 2001. Organizer: Romanian Women Association (RWA), European Cultural Foundation – Holland, The Canadian Embassy, Bucharest; also, local help from CRAIFOR and PATRIR, Cluj. The launch of this project was made of May 3, 2001, when RWA celebrated 11 years of existence.

Training – cultural event in Craiova, Romania, between My 5-7, 2001

Trainees: Kai Frithof Brand-Jacobsen (director PATRIR – Cluj, and co-director TRANSCEND and Rodica Bombonica Dudau, director CRAIFOR, Craiova.

Purpose and Objectives: to develop a powerful basis for improving the peace climate, cooperation, and ethnic tolerance through communication and information, and using natural ways of communicating, such as culture and art.

Context/Motivation: The Project “Harmony in Balkans” wishes to be realized into the world manifestations for UNESCO DECADE 2001-2010 – for a culture of peace and non-violence for the world children. The situation created by the Balkans’ conflicts determined us to wish to organize training and a cultural event (folkloric show and native artisans and gastronomic) to have a better knowledge and interaction between 30 leaders from civil society of Balkans countries, in the spirit of peace culture and non-violence.

Romanian’s stability at this moment may offer a starting point for a continuous exchange of educational values, as a first common step in Euro-Atlantic structure integration. Short-term objectives:

· The Increase of knowledge level and abilities of participants in communication and conflicts solutions in multicultural communities

· The Participants’ support in finding the most efficient methods to transfer new knowledge and abilities gained during the training in their daily life

Long-term objectives:

· The Promotion of living together relations based on mutual respect, tolerance and efficient communication, starting from respect for culture and traditional values of each community

· The extension of this project in an annual manifestation, which will be held in different regions in Balkans

This project foresees the editing of videotape with a summary of the 3 days of training and the cultural event, a summary with the most significant moments – and may become educational material for any other manifestation or promotion of this project.

Publicity/Promotion:

This Project is a great chance for Romania and for all involved in it, to apply that stability in Romania today may be a continuous and tight starting point for an exchange of educational and cultural values, as a first common step for European Integration, also a solid basis for young people from this hot region to involve themselves into a peace climate in their own communities and to gain respect.

A NEW COMMON FUTURE

 Womens’s Association  from Romania organizes in August 6-9, 2001 in Timisoara, Romania, at 2000 Hotel, a meeting for women leaders from Romania and Yugoslavia. This project rules since May 16, 2001, in partnership with Serbian organization “Business Women Club” Kikinda, Yugoslavia.

The Project unfolds under the Regional Program for Democracy, financially sustained by America’s Development Foundation, USAID. The meeting wishes to be mutual information over the adequate status of women from both neighbor countries.

Another objective of the “A new common future” Project of W.A.R., in collaboration with the Euro-regional Center for Democracy from Timisoara, Serbian organization “Business Women Club” Kikinda, is to create a rich database of Romanian and Yugoslavian women NGOs. The project has a rich web site, promoting online common activities, projects and programs for women benefits from both countries.

Through the development of these services,  W.A.R.’s project will improve communication between the movements from both countries, and will lead to strong relations between both organizations.

W.A.R. invites all NGOs for women to participate to this project, which gives a chance to exchange information fluently and rapid and to launch new projects as regional partnerships.

Additional information: (01) 315-9859, mobile 094561431, and materials may be faxed at (01) 315-9859, or e-mail: afr@opensys.ro or mailing address: prior post Bucharest, O.P.37,C.P.80 sector 2, or at  W.A.R.headquarter in Calea Victoriei 135, et. 3, room 20-21.
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